Academic Journal Articles
A JSTOR Search

What is an Academic Journal Article?
• These are the criteria I use to determine if a source is an
academic journal article, useful for this class:
1. Is the source published in an academic journal?
2. Is the source at least 5 pages long? [Some journal articles
are shorter, but in this class 5 pages is a minimum.]
3. Is there at least one reference used in the source?
• When is a source in a journal NOT academic.
– Often book reviews are found in journals; do not count
these as academic journal articles.
– Sometimes there is commentary about an issue in a journal;
it is not peer reviewed, not original research. Does not
count. One hint that something is a commentary is that the
page length is 1-2 pages and there are no references used.

If you are looking for journal
articles you might use JSTOR.

1) Do NOT try to log
in here. As long as you
already logged in via
the EvCC site, you are
in (I know, confusing!)

2) Start by clicking on
“Advanced Search”

I always like to download articles so
I have a copy on my computer. If
you prefer a hard copy, you can
always print it later.
I select this option (always)

Special Note: If you have a pdf version of an article, do not use the APA
reference format for an electronically delivered source (you have the
original so simplify your citing.
Done now; time to read

1) For an Advanced Search, use key
terms that you think will solicit
journal articles. [This may be trial
and error process.]

2) Next, click on this box to filter out nonscholarly sources. It is not a perfect filter
but does help.

3) You could also add a date range
here.

1) Given the large number of
sources, you might add more key
words to narrow the search results.

2) Note you can download the pdf, add the source to a list, or
generate the citation.
Careful: The APA citation generated is wrong. So… use the
generator provided by your instructor.

