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What is an Academic Journal Article?

• There are two criteria I use to determine if a source is 
an academic journal article:

– Is the source published in an academic journal (Filter #1)?

– Is there at least one reference used in the source (Filter #2)

• When is a source in a journal NOT academic?

– Often book reviews are found in journals; do not count 
these as academic journal articles.

– Sometimes there is commentary about an issue in a journal; 
it is not peer reviewed, not original research. Do not count.  
One hint that something is a commentary is that the page 
length is 1-2 pages and there are no references used.



If you are looking for journal articles you  can access JSTOR by first 

clicking on the All Database listed by title link.



Next, once you are at the 

Subscribed Site web page, click on 

the JSTOR link (at home you may 

be prompted to log in first).



1)  You will most often 

click on the Search 

link to locate articles

2) Sometimes it is faster 

to start with the 

Browse button, so we 

are going to start 

here first.



Note that the 

default is to 

provide the 

Discipline List of 

Journals, but by 

clicking here you 

can get the 

Alphabetical List 

of Journals

Click on 

Anthropology link 

to access the 

complete list of 

anthropology 

journals.



Here is the 

complete list of 

anthropology 

journals (note 

that they separate 

archaeology out 

from 

anthropology)

If you want to 

search a specific 

journal, simply 

click on the link 

and go directly 

there.  [A few 

clicks more and 

you have the 

Table of Contents 

by issue.



Back to the more 

common type of 

search. If you 

click on the 

Search button, 

this page appears.

The default is JSTOR 

Basic Search, I 

suggest you click on 

this link and use the 

Advanced Search 

option



3) Scroll down the page to click on the journals you want to include.

There are several items to 

note before you click 

the Search button.
You can choose these 

options for each 

entry by using the 

arrows.

1) Be sure to click the 

Article button.

2)  Scroll down the 

page to click on the 

journals you want 

to include.



This search found 33 articles

Be sure to read the Notes (in red font) 

as an additional guide to choosing 

articles.

Click on the link to access an article



Also not that you have links to other 

possible articles listed by these 

links. 

Here is where you print or download articles

Note you can save this citation (article). Or 

view saved citations here.

You can read online by using the arrow keys



Special Note:  If you have a pdf version of an article, do not use the APA 

reference format for an electronically delivered source (you have the 

original so simplify your citing.

Done now; time to read

I always like to download articles so 

I have a copy on my computer. If 

you prefer a hard copy, you can 

always print it later.

I select this option (always)



Review of Main Points

• A source is only an academic journal article if it is:

– Published in an academic journal And

– It has at least 1 (one) reference.

• A few last comments on types of sources:

– You can use book reviews to identify a book you might 

want to read.

– You might look at journal commentaries to better 

understand the broad sweep of an issue


