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What is an Academic Journal Article?

• There are two criteria I use to determine if a source is 
an academic journal article:

– Is the source published in an academic journal (Filter #1)?

– Is there at least one reference used in the source (Filter #2)

• When is a source in a journal NOT academic?

– Often book reviews are found in journals; do not count 
these as academic journal articles.

– Sometimes there is commentary about an issue in a journal; 
it is not peer reviewed, not original research. Do not count.  
One hint that something is a commentary is that the page 
length is 1-2 pages and there are no references used.



If you are looking for journal 

articles you might use ProQuest.



1) For an Advanced Search, 

use key terms that you 

think will solicit journal 

articles. [This may be trial 

and error process.]

2) Please note that I put the 

phrase in quotes. This is 

the best way to ensure you 

search for the entire phrase 

and not each word in the 

phrase separately.

In this example, I am 

looking inside ONLY 

scholarly journals.

1) Be sure to select both 

the Full Text and 

Peer Reviewed 

options when looking 

for a scholarly 

journal article

2) Next, click on the box 

that applies to the 

type of source in 

which you want to 

search (Filter #1).

3) Finally, select the 

Document Feature 

called References 

(Filter #2).



Special Feature 

On the right hand side of the 

page is a way to narrow the 

results.

I clicked on Document type 

and noted that of the  448 

sources originally listed only 

426 are articles.  I only want to 

see articles so I clicked on this 

link.



• Option A (Citation/Abstract) :  Only use 

Option A for ideas.  NEVER, EVER use 

as an academic journal article in this 

class.

• Option B (Full Text):  This choice has 

great useable links, but not best for 

printing (unless PDF is not available).

• Option C (Full Text – PDF) :  USE 

Option C FOR PRINTING.  This is like 

being handed a photocopy of the 

original article!

Okay, go to the next slide 

for a brief overview of Option B (Full 

Text). 
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Note that ProQuest suggests other 

key terms here.



Before we proceed, we need 

to assess this source by 

asking a few questions to 

ensure this is an academic 

journal article.

1) Is it long enough?  I 

reviewed the ProQuest 

citation and it is more 

than 5 pages.  

2) Is there at least one reference 

in a Reference list at the end of 

the article? I scrolled to the 

bottom and found this.  

It is official, this is acceptable as 

an academic journal article for 

this class.



If you find this source to be 

especially useful, you might click on 

the “More like this” option to see 

other sources.

Notice that there are links here to 

the Authors’ names and then the 

Publication Title. Each of these can 

be clicked to see if other journal 

articles are available.



When you mark an 

article, it is noted here.  

When you are all done 

for the day, click on 

this link

Why do I mark articles?  Here is a full list of your options; 

please explore them.

I decided I want this article, so I “mark it”.



This is what you get if you click the Cite button and then select 

APA.

FYI:  You can delete the URL (such as “Retrieved from 

http://ezproxy.everettcc.edu/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/872087

321?accountid=1167” when you use in your References.  This is how it should 

appear:
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Review of Main Points

• A source is only an academic journal article if it is:

– Published as an academic journal article And

– It has at least 1(one) reference.

• A few last comments on types of sources:

– You can use book reviews to identify a book you might 

want to read.

– You might look at journal commentaries to better 

understand the broad sweep of an issue.

– Remember, ProQuest is a great source of newspapers and 

magazines, also.


